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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WHO WE ARE
This first issue of our newsletter is meant to alert all members of the Marist family of the existence of the Marist Family Laity Service Committee (MFLSC). We are a lay initiative which has the support of the Provincials of the four Marist Congregations. Our task is to serve — to serve all Marist Laity in ways that they feel a need. This was in response to the evaluation sheets from both Marist Laity Conferences held in New Orleans (2000) and in Boston (2004). Among other things, attendees expressed a need for 

 Better communication between           and among lay groups

 Ideas on how to increase               membership

 More and better formation              materials


 More such conferences

We hope that this newsletter will be:

✝ A place for you to share some successful ideas and programs.


	✝ A place for you to tell others about your group and what they are doing. A few sentences or a paragraph could do it.
✝ A place to invite others to attend your upcoming events

✝A place to ask others how they dealt with a problem your group is experiencing.

This is only a beginning. What we become depends upon you. As a first challenge we request that you ask your group for suggestions for a name for this, your newsletter. Send your suggestions to the Editor: Gene Zirkel, 472 Village Oaks Lane, Babylon LI NY 11702-3123, (631) 669 0273, GeneZirk@optonline.net.


HELP SPREAD THE WORD
This first issue is being mailed or emailed to you. It will also appear on our website at www.MaristLaity.com.

	

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Lady of Mercy, pray for us.
                                 Saint Peter Chanel, pray for us.

	Future issues will appear on our website and will be emailed to each group for which we have an email address
For those who do not have access to the web nor an email address here’s some good news ...

FREE INTERNET ACCESS
Most libraries have free computers for the use of their patrons. In addition the staff is usually very helpful with new users. You can download future issues there.
& FREE EMAIL
Also, AOL offers free email accounts. Once again, most librarians are willing to help newcomers.

Please tell the members of your group about us. For anyone who has email, we will be pleased to add you to our mailing list.

Therefore if you wish to receive emails from the MFLSC and/or you wish to access our website at www.MaristLaity.com you can open your own email account and then visit your library once a week or so to browse thru our website and/or to see if you have received any emails.

[image: image1.wmf]Incidently, email is a great way to be in more frequent contact with you children and grandchildren.


	VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
If one person in your group is willing to volunteer to download copies of this 
Newsletter for those who do not have email, that would be terrific.

MEMBERS OF THE MFLSC
Committee members and the Traditions that they are associated with include:

 SMSM Sisters


Claire B. Leonard


Ann Brown, Vice Chair
 SM Sisters


Angela Laesch, Secretary
 FMS Brothers 


Patricia Zirkel, Chair
pzirkel@optonline.net 

Gene Zirkel, Treasure, Editor, (631) 669 0273, GeneZirk@optonline.net 
SM Fathers & Brothers, Boston Province


Kathryn Jenkins


Elizabeth Roszkowski 

SM Fathers & Brothers, Atlanta Province


Christine Colomban


Bob Spruce

FUTURE ISSUES
Our next issue will be published when we and you have something to say. (One wag suggested that we name this newsletter “Now and Then” in keeping with these plans.) So send us your suggestions, your queries, your announcements, your email address and, especially, your suggestions for a name. 


	

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Notre Bonne Mère, pray for us.                          Saint Marcellin Champagnat, pray for us.
Let us remember to pray for one another.


