A Marian Church:

The Great Secret

Hello.  This is Father Edwin Keel.  I am a Marist priest and the Promoter for the Marist Way.  This is the twenty-first in our series of talks on Marist spirituality.

We are meditating on a poem by Marist Father François Marc entitled “A Marian Church.”  In this talk I would like to comment on the ninth stanza of the poem, which reads:

A Marian church lets the winds of Pentecost come in,

the winds that push outwards

and that loosen tongues.

And in the public square, in the marketplace

she is there to proclaim her message.

Not to hammer home a doctrine,

nor to swell her ranks.

She says that the promise has been kept,

the battle won,

that the Dragon has been thrown down forever.

But here is the great secret

that she cannot but whisper:

to win the victory,

God has surrendered.

Here we have the most stunning and enigmatic line of the whole poem:  “...to win the victory, God has surrendered.”  What can that possibly mean?  Let us examine this whole stanza.
The stanza begins with Pentecost and the proclamation of a message.  So we are talking about Evangelization, the proclamation of the Good News.  Let us see what our poet tells us about Evangelization.

First he talks about letting “the winds of Pentecost come in.”  Pope Paul VI in his great Apostolic Constitution on the Evangelization of Peoples whose Latin title is Evangelii Nuntiandi, reminds us that those who would bring the Gospel message to others must first be evangelized themselves.  We must allow the Good News of Jesus, with its message of hope, and its promise of joy, and its “new commandment” to love others even as Jesus has loved us—we must allow this Gospel to penetrate to the depths of our souls and become the very foundation of our lives if we hope to bring that Good News to others. 
But the winds “push outwards.”  Those who have received the Good News must pass it on: this is the mandate of the Spirit of God.

Our poet then talks about motive and means.  It is true that God calls all people into his Church.  And it is true that those who accept the Good News with whole heart do believe in the truths about God and about Jesus that are called “doctrines.”  But Evangelization begins, not with concerns about numbers of believers or about correctness of belief—those come later and have their place.  Evangelization begins with proclaiming a message; it begins with shouting from the housetops, as it were, the Good News of God’s victory in Christ.  It is a message of hope:  God has kept his promise.  We do indeed see much evil yet in the world around us.  Sometimes it even seems to be escalating and becoming more threatening.  And all of this is very real. God has not removed evil from the world or from our lives, as if by magic.  But God has won the battle, the evil one is overthrown, no longer is there a question of whether evil will win out.  No!  Never!  And however threatening the evils we encounter in our lives, God will never let them utterly destroy us.  Suffering may come, death may come, but God stands by his people through it all.  God has shown us this in the Cross of Jesus and in raising Jesus from death.  This is the Good News.  This is the message of hope that fills us with joy.  And Evangelization simply means that we share with others the reasons for our joy and hope:  that God is with us, that God has won, that the meaning of our lives in Christ is life eternal, regardless of the threats that evil and death continue to noise about.
The paradox, the “great secret” of which or poet speaks, is that “to win the victory, God has surrendered.”  God did not send “legions of angels” as he might have done to save Jesus from the Cross.  God did not bring earthly destruction on those who perpetrated that or any other evil.  God did not simply take death away from our lives—we will all die a human, earthly death.  God has conquered evil and death through love and surrender.  God, in Jesus, chose simply to love us even unto death, to die for us out of undying love.  Jesus surrendered first of all in obedience to his Father.  God is love, and God has chosen a way of redemption that is nothing but the way of love.  Love, that emotion that seems at times so fragile and ephemeral, has proven to be stronger than death.  By surrendering to death out of love for His Father and for us, Jesus has drained death of its power.  Jesus has shown us a love that perdures through death and rises to everlasting life.  And this love is in us who believe.  This is the Good News.  Proclaiming this Good News to a world lost in darkness and despair is Mary’s way, and is the way of a Marian Church.  And so it is the Marist Way.
